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70 WILLIAM WILLIAMS, ESQ., M. P. PROVINCIAL 
GRAND MASTER OF THE ASSOCIATION OF FREE 
MASONS FOR THE COUNTY OF DORSET. 

LETTER V. 





(Concluded from page 192.) 


The whole ceremoney of Masonry, inallitsramifications, . 
centers in the fabled temple of Solomon. If we had any- 
thing like authentic history for the existence of such a tem- 
ple, the association of Masons might be said to have a good 
foundation. ~But as the description of such a temple is 
evidently fabulous, and as the reality never did exist, 
the proof of this shakes the whole fabric of their preten- 
sions and convicts them of habitual lying, notwithstanding 
their affected regard for their oaths, there is but one autho- 
rity for the existence of such a temple; that authority is 
the Bible; a book that stands convicted of being fabulous 
from the beginning to the end. Josephus, who could add 
hyperbole, to hyperbole has a description of Solomon’s Tem 
ple; but his authority was the Jew Books; or what we 
now call the Old Testament, that and that only; there- 
fore, Josephus, here, can be no authority. Excepting the 
Bible and such writings as have emanated from it, there is 
not @ record in existence of such a temple as that attributed 
foSolomon. And such a temple could-not have existed, at 
such a time, without records-coming down to us describing 
i, as we have descriptions of all that was celebrated from 
ny ime and neighbourhood. ‘There is not even a record 
P the Bible and its emanations that such‘a people as the 
ews inhabited Asia before the Babylonian Colonization at 
erusalem ; and after that colonization, granting the truth of 
PE re of the books of Ezra and Nehemiah, many ge- 
ri: ~ must have elapsed before that colony could have 
fmied any thing like a nation. There is fair evidencé that 
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the Jews were acolony under the protection of the princes wh, 
reigned at Babylon, until Alexander of Macedon destroyed 
that empire: and till after the appearance of Alexander 
nothing whatever was heard of the Jews by the people of Ru. 
rope, either as a colony oras anindependant people. The 
were not competent to offer the least resistance to Alexander: 
whilst, at Tyre, a mere day’s journey from Jerusalem, he met 
the most determined resistance from the Phenicians, After the 
death of Alexander, we have accounts, that the Jews resisted 
some of his captains, who bad divided his empire among 
them; but those accounts aré no where to be found but in 
books which the Jews themselves acknowledge to be apo- 
cryphal. It is probable, that, on the breaking up of the empire 
which was centered in Babylon, the Jews might have enter- 
tained notions of independence, their old masters no longer 
existing with power; and that this spirit of independence, 
or the attempt to gain it, might have brought down the ven- 
geance of the Grecian Captains upon them. They were evi- 
dently tributary,‘first to the Persian and next to the Grecian 
power: and, on the decline of the Grecian Empire, we find 
them attempting to assert an independence of the Romans, 
in which they failed, and to whom they again became tribu- 
tary until their dispersion. In fact, there is not a shade of 
evidence that the Jews ever formed ‘an independent nation: 
there is not a shade of evidence that they were a commercial 
people in Asia ; and being neither powerful by arms nor by 
commerce, it is impossible, that they could have built at 
Jerusalem such a temple as that described as the temple ol 
Solomon. 

I allow tke .Bible to be an authority for nothing but the 
exposure of itself. Where we can play off one part of it 
against another, there and there only are we justified to use 
it as an authority. Here I am quite content to rest all my 
arguments for the non-existence of such a temple at Jerusa- 
lem as that called the temple of Solomon. Correct history }s 
uniform at all points. Fable may be so constructed ; but this 
Jewish Fable has been the work of very ignorant men. Let 
us take the history of the materials as it stands in the Bible. 

Solomon is stated to have been the third king of Israel. 
And here a difficulty occurs, for we have no authority that 
the Jews area remnant of a people once called the people 
of Israel. For ought we know, Israel is as fabulous a pe 
pleas the Lilliputians of Swift. But for the sake of argu 
ment, we will take the tale to be a fact, and allow that4 
people called the people of Israel did once occupy ® few 
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square miles on the coast of Asia that bounds the mediter- 
ranean Sea on the east. We have such a tale in a book 
which we call the Bible. Saul is stated to have been the 
sist king, David the second and Solomon the third. The 
two first we are told, were appointed by Samuel their first 

rophet. Solomon, to the exclusion of elder brothers, by 
his father David, though the most unqualified as it respects 
his mother. Saul was appointed kipg because he was a 
head taller than the others and seems to have been the great- 
est rufian. David was appointed, because the first ruffian 
was not subservieut enough to the prophet or priest, and a 
civil war was for a long time.carried on between them. 

After a series of successful battleson the part of Saul 

ainst all his neighbours, for war is the game of kings and 
not of a people, we find at the close of his reign, and after 
another wasappointed by the following singular admission. 
Ist Samuel, Chap. 13, ver. 19. ‘* Now there was no smith 
found throughout all the land of Israel: for the Philistines 
said, lest the Hebrews make them swords or spears: But 
all the Israelites went down to the Philistines, to sharpen 
every man his share, and his coulter, and his ax, and his 
mattock, Yet they had a file for the mattocks, and for the 
coulters, and for the forks, and for the axes, and to sharpen 
thegoads. So it came to pass in the day of battle, that 
there was neither sword nor spear found in the hand of any 
of the people that were with Saul and Jonathan: but with 
Sauland with Jonathan his son was there found.” Here is 
a pretty story! Here is stuff that would do for no other 
book. Here isa king that has been fighting battles against 
all his neighbours, and successful with all, with an army 
that had nota single regular weapon and subject to aneighbour 
that would not allow a smith’s forge to be among them, for 
fear they should make weapons for war! Here is a nation 
of Israelites, going into the land of the Philistines, of an 
enemy, to get there implements of husbandry sharpened, 
whilst they had files at home to sharpen them with! And 
lastly, here isan army without weapons, beating armies 
with weapons; by ‘scratching their faces, I suppose! 
Wonderful book! “ Astonishing people of Israel! Gulli- 
esis travels have nothing original: they aresome of Dean 
wift's plagiarisms and paraphrases from the Bible. 
a, this bit of banter is not the only purpose of this ex- 
sedi After this degraded state of the Israelites, we see po 
a) us whatever by which they gained power of riches. 
‘most from that time, Saul and David are chasiug one 
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another, in the characters of leaders of two gangs of robbers. 
We read, at 2 Samuel, Chap. 3, Ver. 1, “ Now there was 
long war between the house of Saul and the house of Dayid: 
but David waxed stronger and stronger, and_ the house of 
Saul waxed weaker and weaker.” Still this must haye 
been a general impoverishment of the whole as a people or 
nation. And even after the Death of Saul, Absalom carried 
on a civil war against his father David. 

Here we see no means whatever, by which Solomon could 
become possessed of riches and influence enough to build so 
expensive a temple as that which is attributed to him. 
David is said to have carried on successful wars in the 
latter part of his reign ; but the state of the Israelites, as de- 
scribed in the reign of Saul, will not admit the idea, that 
they could, for a hundred years from that time, carry on 
successful wars against well armed nations. After David 
was firmly seated on the throne, ‘it is said, at 2 Samuel, 
Chap. 21, Ver. 1, “* Then there was a famine in the days of 
David three years, year after year ; and David enquired of the 
Lord, and the Lord answered, It is for Saul, and for his 
bloody house, because he slew the Gibeonites.” Seven of 
Saul’s sons are hanged and the Lord is appeased! Whata 
Lord! What villainy do we find in religion! A religious 
villain in power wants no excuse. for any purpose. The 
Lord is always at his elbow to sanction his villainies. 

We are told that Solomon made silver as common as 
stones in Jerusalem ; but we are not told how he did it. 
There were no silver mines in Judea. It was a land of 
stones not fit for cultivation. Where then did he get the 
silvér? We are told, that he sent ships to Tharshish and 
Ophir to be laden back with Gold, Ivory, and Precious 
Stones. But what did he send in exchange? That is the 
question. The stones of Judea would not purchase the 
gold, &c. of Ophir and Tharshish. Let our merchants send 
out empty ships and see if they can get them laden back 
with gold, ivory, and precious stones. The manufactures 
of Tyre were the proper produce to’ be exchanged for the 
gold, &c. of Ophir and Tharshish ; but these would not go 
unless Solomon paid for them in specie. And that would 
be like sending specie to buy specie. Judea never produc- 
ed any thing by its soil, or by the skill of its inhabitants that 
could have accumulated such riches as were requisite for 
the building of such a temple. And when we are told, as 


1 Kings, Chap. 8, Ver. 5, that the sheep and oxen sacrificed. 


at the dedication “could not be told nor numbered for mul- 
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fifude,” and at 2 Chronicles, Chap. 7, Ver. 5, that the number 
was twenty-two thousand oxen, and an hundred and twenty 
thousand sheep, we may safely answer, that the soil of 
Judea. never sustained that number at one time. If we 
allow a gallon of blood to have come from each animal, on 
theaverage, what a sea of blood must the temple have ex- 
hibited ; for the mode of sacrificing was to slay the victim at 
the altar! Ob Religion! thou hast wallowed iu the blood 
of thy victims, io mee and beasts! | 

When we consider that these Free Masons pretend to hold 
traditionary accounts of all that was said ied done at the 
building of this temple and of the vames of many of the 
workmen, even to minuteness, we can have no difficulty in 
saying, that there whole mystery is a vile fabrication. 

Again, where do they get the account of the assassination 
of Hiram Abiff? The Bible states no such thing ; and as 
the Bible is the only record in existence upon the subject, 
they have no way of escaping the charge of fabulous inven- 
tion. If they plead tradition; from whom but the Jews 
could that tradition be obtained, those Jews which the old 
tules of their society excluded? And how is it that the 
Jews were never in association as free and accepted Masons? 
These Jews are made the foundation of every thing religious 
wie iin A aes treated every where with peculiar 

rbarity ! 

In the book before quoted, entitled ‘ Jacbin and Boaz,” 
the three assassins of Hiram Abiff are named Jubela, Jubelo 
and Jubelum. Stolkin isalso a celebrated name among 
Masons, as the name of him who first found the dead 
es of Hiram. Macbenach, the master’s word, is, in some 
ooks, stated to be the name of the Fellow Craft who dug 
up, the body. “Joabert, the name of him who found the 
oes im a cave near Joppa. Indeed, by far the more 
s culous and scandalous part of Masonry remains to be 
a ys : have only shewn it in its improved state, 

ooleries. sides 

gent Brother Williams, that I have a great deal to do 
sore i make Royal Arch Masons of all my readers. It 
will be masonic to qualify th I T : I 
ss ey quainfy them asl go. | herefore must 
aed er or two more to you, detailing the further 
thoes ee a tnzes first degrees and describing some of 
re Hiate degrees, which, though not countenan- 
wen the united lodge of England, have been very com- 

4 among Masons, evjdently for the purpose of filchin 
the masonic d _ ? 

C dupes, There are the degrees of Mark Man, 
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aud Mark Master; Past Master, Secret Master, and Per. 
fect Master, English Master, Scotch Master, Irish Master 
Master in Israel, Architect, and Grand Architect; Nine 
elected knights and second elect of nine ; Excellent Masons 
and Super excelleut Masons. In each of these degrees | 
am. initiated and intend to initiate my readers, to show 
them all the follies of masonry. I make Masons of them 
at a very cheap rate; but I fear that my charges will tire 
them ; particularly, when I tell them, that, after the Royal 
Arch Degree, there are a host of knights to come, armed 
cap-a-pee in defence of Christianity, (of the Rosicrusian Or. 
ders,) | will break every lance for them and dismantle 
every fool of them, laying prostrate at once, the trinity in 
unity of christianity, Masonry and Rosicrusianism ; 

So no more at present from your loving brother and the 
brother and friend of every honest man and woman. 


RICHARD CARLILE. 





es 





TO WILLIAM WILLIAMS, ESQ. M. P. PROVIN- 
CIAL GRAND MASTER OF THE ASSOCIATION 
OF FREE MASONS FOR THE COUNTY OF 
DORSET, 


LETTER VI. 





Dorchester Gaol, August 14, 
SiR, A. T. 1825, A. L. (to Masons) 1. 

WHEN I wrote my last, or No. 5, I had some doubts of the 
propriety of printing a description of those multitudinous 
degrees of Masonry, which grew up in the last century and 
the beginning of this, and which the United Grand Lodge, 
by its articles of 1813, discarded ; but on further reflections, I 
perceive, that I cannot make my exposure of Masonry 
complete without them. Therefore, I shall suspend my Fe 
marks fora week or two, to work up these degrees. I have 
them not so minute as I had the three first and real degrees 5 
but minute enough for exposure: so I shall proceed until I 
have published all that I have, which are about a dozen: 
and then, after dae comment, take the Royal Arch, Knight 
Templars, and other, Rosicrucian, Degrees. 3 
I now proceed with, 
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, DESCRIPTION OF THE MASONIC DEGREE 
OF MARK MAN. 


Taz ceremony of opening the lodge, as far as it goes, is precisely 
the same as in the Fellow Crafts degree, and would be super- 
flaously copied here, excepting, that it is called a lodge of Mark 
Mex. The Catechism will be all that is necessary to explain the 
distinctions of the degree. The masons call ita LecruRE: but 
a lecture, in fact, is adiscourse read, and not a.catechism. 


CaATECHISM. 


W. M. Brother Senior Warden, in what manner do we prepare 
our candidates in this degree ? 

SW. Asa Fellow Craft, with the additional characteristic of 
this degree on his apron. 

W. M. What is thet characteristic ? 

S. W. The ten mathematical characters, to correspond with the 
nine figures and the cypher in arithmetic; the signature of Hiram 
Abiff; and the mark of this. degree. 

W. M. Why is he thus prepared ? 

S. W. To denote the official duties of this class of masons at 
the building of King Solomon’s Temple, and the discovery made 
by the brethren. when they were repairing the Temple. 

tbe Being thus prepared, in what manner did you 
enter ! 

S.W. By three reports (knocks), varying in the sound from 
those of a Fellow Craft. : 

2 M. Having gained your admission, how were you dealt 
with? 

S. W. I was conducted round to repair the temple, in a manner 
peculiar to this degree, and having madé a valuable discovery, I 
afterwards received the solemn obligation to keep sacred the 
secrets of this order. After I had taken the obligation and seal- 
editin the usual manner, I was raised in the ancient form of a 
master mason. 

W. M. Having thus bound yourself to keep sacred the secrets 
of this order, what were the mysteries with which you were then 
entrusted ? 

oa The sign, token and word of a Mark Man. 

©M. What does the sign denote ? 

Si: W., The penalty of the obligation. 

W.M. Why was it introduced into this order of masonry ? 
ap ge To commemorate the signal used by our ancient breth- 

N of this degree, when the first temple was erected in the city 
of Jerusalem, 


W. M. What was that signal ? 
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S. W. The trumpet. 

W. M, Why was it used ? 

S. W. To denote the approach of danger. 

W. M. What does the grip or token denote ? 

S. W. One of the penal laws of ancient Tyre united with the 
famous link of a Mark Man. 

W. M. What does the word denote ? 

S. W. Every thing past, present, or to come. 

W.M. Why was this grand, majestic word introduced ? 

S, W. To hold in commemoration a very remarkable circun- 
stance that occurred on the morning that the foundation stone of 
the temple was laid. Whilst King Solomon was in the act of 
congratulating our Grand Superintendant, Hiram Abiff, on the 
oceasion of ‘his having discovered the celebrated problem in 
masonry and geometry, one of the precious stones fell from the 
- royal crown to the ground, which, being perceived by the senior 
master of the order of mark men, who, with the chief officers, 
were in attendance on this grand and solemn assembly, he picked 
it up and returned it to the King. This stone was of the carbun- 
cle kind and represented the tribe of Judah and our Saviour. It 
was formed into that great and glorious name, which King 
Solomon permitted to be used in the test word of this degree, in 
commemoration of its having been found by one of the cheif 
brethren of this order. 

W.M. What was the original number of mark meng at the 
building of King Solomon’s Temple ? 

S. W. Two thousand. 

W.M. Who were they ? Ei 

S. W. The Senior and Junior Wardens of the Fellow Craft's 
Lodges. 

W. M. How many lodges of mark men were there in the city 
of Jerusalem ? 

S. W. Twenty. 

W, M. Why limited to twenty? 

S. W. In allusion to the height, length and breadth of the 
sanctum sanctorum or holy of holies. 

W. M. How many masons in each lodge ? 

S. W. One hundred. 

W. M. What was the employ of these mark men ? 

SW. To mark the materials, as they came out of the hands of 
the workmen, to enable them to put them together with greater 
many and precision, when brought from thegQuarries of Tyre, 
the Forests of Lebanon, and the Clay Ground of the Jordan, 
between the Snecoth and Zarthan, to the holy city of Jerusalem. 

_ WeM, What where the peculiar marks on that occasion ? 

S. W. ‘Certain mathematical figures, consisting of squares, 
levels and perpendiculars, that King Solomon commanded to be 
sed on that oceasion, which have ever since been denominated 
the Freemasons Secret Alphabet or Mystic Characters. 
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W. M, Can you describe those characters ? 

Ss W. With that circumspection peculiar to masons, ,! will 
meet you on the line parrallel, by giving you one part, leaving 
you to your own free will in giving the remainder. 

Ww. M. I will thank you to proceed ? 

The S. W. rises, salutes the W. M. with the sign, advances 
to him, and lays his two penal fingers (first and second) on 
those of the W. M., and thus forms the index to the secret 
alphabet, by joining the horizontal parrallel to two perpen- 
dicular paralleis. 

A square, its portions, and the different positions into 
which those portions may be placed, with the aid of the 
dot, wili form an alphabet of 24 letters, without the use of a 
quarter, or single side, such as the Roman I. Thisis the 
secret alphabet of masonry. It is very probable, that the 
circle, triangle and square, their divisions and the varied 
positions of those divisions, first gave the idea of letters and 
an alphabet. The Egyptian letters are plainly of this cha- 
racter. ~ One of the Greek letters isatriangle. The circle 
is common in almost all alphabets: the square in many, the 
united divisions of both in all. Thus the sun, as the only 
visible circle in nature, might easily have. been mystified. as 
the fountain of knowledge, the word of God, or the Logos, 
or God. of Reason. 

Finding the foundation of letters, in the varied positions 
of divisions of the square, brings us to something like an ex- 
planation of the “Tau,” or ‘ Triple Tau,” a very ancient 
emblem, which, as with the sun, Masons have adoptedas an 
emblem in their mysteries, without knowing why or where- 
fore, without understanding what it means. It was an 
ancient emblem on banners, on edifices, and the form 
or ground plan of edifices as the cross has since 
been. Indeed, there is good evidence, that the cross is 
but an altered or abridged emblem of the same original 
meaning, as the Tau is a Cross, and the “ Triple Tau,” or 
Triple Cross, was called the-Crux-Ansata. Many learned 
heads have been puzzled to define what this “ Triple Tau” 
or Triple ‘Cross médns, and many learned essays have been 
written upon the subject. Some have called it a key, others 
a implement or emblem of agriculture, others a religious 
emblem. As with the cross of late, aucient statues, held 
f as figure: In their hands, and ail are agreed, from its 
bed use,that it was animportant emblem. This has raised 
- gents! to get at its meaning, and this meaning, as far as 
ait ing. extends, is. still a hidden: matter... The only 

hic Meaning that I have seen given to it, is that of the 
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learned tailor, Brother William Finch, who calls it a T. ¥, 
or: the initials of Templum Hierosolyma, the Latin of the 
Temple of Jerusalem. But since this figure is as ancient ag 
any known inscription, we may be assured, that it existed 
before the date assigned to the building of this said temple of 
Jerusalem. So, Brother Finch, has made the temple to 
suit the figure, instead of the figure to suit the initial letters 
of the name of a building. Masons have been like the Jews: 
The Jews have brought-every thing within the range of their 
books, by corrupting the meaning of whatever they meddled 
with ; and Masons seek to bring every thing within the range 
of Masonry. Come, Brother Mackey of Norwich, we 
must break through these trammels, these nets and toils of 
ignorance set for us by these Jewsand Masons. Thisso 
calied “ Triple Tau” is an emblem in the hands of the 
seated-lion-headed Sphynxes in the British Museum, and 
you tell us, that these Sphynxes were set up in Egypt as 
statues to register great lapses of time. I would rather take 
your word for any thing, than that of a Jew or Mason. 
Though a man should say to me that nine tenths or ten 
tenths of your definitions and expositions of mythological 
astronomy were erroneous, | would say, “ let him go on, his 
very errors are luminous and do net darken us as do Juda- 
ism aud Masonry. He has done more than any ancient of 
modern man, to illustrate ancient history, or the ancient 
records of man and his parent earth’s motions.” 

The figure of this “ Triple Tau” is five lines of equal 
length, so placed as to form the appearance of the Roman 


—— 


or Egyptian Capitals T. H. or T upon H, thus iL} In the 


first place, I have to observe, that there is no more ground 
to call this figure a Triple Tau than a Double Eta or H, or 
a Trinity in Unity, or the Mystical Tetractys of Pythagoras 
in triple form. This name has been given to it from its re- 
semblance to the form of those letters, and upon no better 
ground than Finch made it the initial letters of Templum 
Hierosolyma. There is no fair ground to suppose it 
- descriptive of any particular letter or letters; but there !s 
fair ground to suppose it an emblem of letters generally. It 
presents every possible position in which a divided square 
cau be exhibited at square angles, or by levels and perpen: 
diculars. If such were the foundation of letters, we are sale 
in saying, that it is a proper emblem of human kuowledge, 
and, as such, as important an emblem as was ever devised. 
Itisa matter in which we cannot be positive, and where 
all learning can appear but as littleness. I have taken care 
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not to appear learnedly foolish upon the matter, having 
confined my supposed definition to that which is demon- 
strable, which is not the case when it is called a key, unless 
akey to knowledge be meant, nor when it is called. a drill 
or other ancient implement or emblem of agriculture, nor 
when it is called an emblem of religion. 

There is the same sort of demonstration, with respect to Jesus 
Christ, or the Logos, crucified, that is, the God of Reason, 
Reason or the word of God, reduced to, or exhibited upon, a 
cross, a sign, a figure, a letter, or the foundation of letters. 
They who call themselves Christians have but murdered 
the mystery, by making it a positive crucifixion, or a putting 
ofa man or a god todeath by men. New knowledge, that 
affects old interests, has invariably been persecuted ; but it 
was asad corruption, to reduce the circumstance to a brutal 
matter of fact murder, and to lose entirely the emblemati- 
cal meaning. When we recollect, that the figure now called 
the “Triple Tau” was used among the ancients on their 
banners and asa ground plan of their tombs and temples, 
and among the druids in conjunction with the circle as the 
form of their rade enclosures for religious sacrifices: when 
we know, that the figure of the cross was also so used many 
centuries before the Christian era, we may be assured, that 
the cross of the Christians is but an abridged likeness of the 
taus or triple tau of the Egyptians, and has the same emble- 
matical meaning. 

The story of Jesus Christ crucified is also so complete a 
version of Prometheus crucified; the word Logos, Reason, or 
word of God, having the precise meaning of Prome—theus, the 
word of God; the original meaning of both tales, or of the 
one, for they are but one, being descriptive of the progress 
of knowledge among mankind; I feel no difficulty in coming 
to the conclusion, that the now called Taw of the Egyptians 
and the: Cross of the Christians are geometrical emblems of 
the foundation of letters and of human knowledge, even of 
human language; for a language not reducible to signs or 
letters could not have been long a standard language, I 
solicit noone to join me in this conclusion. It is a matter 
of indifference, other than as it may be applied to the throw- 
ing down of existing superstitions, by throwing light upon 
ancientémblems. I invite a more learned and able man to 
give me and: the world amore learned and able definition 
upon the Tan or Triple Tau, as it is called, of the Egyptians 
and the Cross of the Christians. : 

he Triple Tau dissected will exhibit four figures of three 
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lines each at square angles. The Cross dissected will ex. 
hibit foar figures of two lines each at a square.angle. The 
triple Tau also will not exhibit more than these same four 
figures of two lines each at a square angle. Therefore, the 
Cross may be considered the more simple and equally com- 

rehensive emblem of letters and figures, which as with the 
Taus, was completed in many instances by being exhibited 
in a circle, or with balls at its ends, like those over a pawn- 
broker’s shop. A bookseller rather than a pawnbroker is 
entitled to use this emblem of human knowledge. But 
emblems are things to be rejected and mankind should be 
instructed as to the past, present, and future, in the plainest 
terms of which the several languages will admit. 

My definition of this emblem is with me perfectly origi- 
nal. I never read or heard a word bearing upon the same 
point; and what I have read or heard has been rather cal- 
culated to mislead than to instruct. J find, that the most 
learned Masons could not divine its meaning, as oue of them 
has assured me. Finch knew as much of modern masonry as 
any man that has lived ; he studied it deeply for many years, 
collected all the writings and printings which he could col- 
lect upon the subject, and we have seen his definition. He 
has given it two or three otber definitions, such as a ¢reasure, 
a secret place where a precious thing ts deposited, or the 
precious thing itself. As an emblem of knowledge, it isa 
precious thing, and it completely unriddles the whole of the 
Christian Religion. [I could, and probably shall some day, 
write a luminous treatise upon this subject. It has long 
been in my head as an important point in my war with the 
fables of superstitionists and their gods. How aptly may ! 
take the cross in my hand and say to the Mason or to the 
Christian world generally—In hoc signo, vinco? By this 
sign I overcome, I conquer you Masons and Christians. My 
salvation is founded on the cross, that is, on the emblems of 
knowledge, on reason. | 

It was Finch who laid the foundation of this, my exposure 
of masonry, and | may add my instruction of Masons. He 
was the first individual to collect all the documents which 
he could collect concerning masonry for the press. But he 
has done it in the most obscure manner, making keys neces 
sary to every document that he printed as really descriptive 
ofmasonry. This printing, on the part of Finch, gave great 
offence to the leading men of the Grand Lodge in, London, 
for he began to spoil their trade, to instruct masons at home, 
aud’ to form Todges ‘by his own knowledge and authority. 
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They denounced him, though they were afraid of him, 
This circumstance set one Walter Rodwell Wright, who is 
now Provincial Grand Master for the lonian Islands, to 
remodel the shabby exibition of masonic documents which 
Finch had accumulated and published : and, to this gentle- 
man, my teaders are indebted for that very good Fea on 
the second degree of which Finch had nothing like it. J 
had also Wright's Lectures on the first degree ; but preferred 
Dt. Hemming’s, as the latter gentleman, who lives at Hamp- 
ton Court and isa Past Grand Chaplain, has given the whole 
a literary purification, improving, in some measure, on the 
work of Mr. Wright. Dr. Hemming’s book is the existing 
authorised book for the moderu mode of making, raising, 
and working in the lodges, though some may adhere to their 
old forms ; and your book of constitutions, Mr. Williams, 
which I have ‘and shall shortly print, is the present book 
of constitutions authorised by the grand lodge. To Finch, 
| trace my means of .exposure; for had he never published 
and set up a sort of masonic manufacture, the improvements 
of Mr. Wright and Dr. Hemming had probably not been 
made, and’ masonry had remained unknown but to masons, 
[ recollect, that, in the year 1814 or 15, a shower of rain 
once drove me for shelter on a Sunday, under the portal or 
steps of Finch’s house, the sides of which were pasted all 
over with masonic advertisements. My curiosity was ex- 
cited, and I remained until I had read all; but it was then 
all gibberish to me, and I could not foresee that I should be 
brought to Dorchester Gaol to make this exposure; an ex- 
st nie has electrified, or will electrify before I have 
Cone with it, all the Masons in the Island. Even your 
a er are impatient for the forthcoming description 
igher degrees. 

From thé foregoing observations on the Tau, the tau is 
the common appellation, though it is a a triple tau, a trini- 
ty in’ onity, t infer, in conjunction with my observations 
on sun worship, and on Solomon’s Temple, that masons 
he adopted, ‘as theiremblems, whatever they found em- 
rematical or mystical among ancient records or monu- 
ments’ without knowing the meaning of any of them. The 
suear ct has been an ignorant and dark, instead of a sci- 
ht € association. It has béen a thing of habit without any 
‘ i purpose ; and none more ignorant of their own insti- 
ation than Masons themselves. I will maintain this poiat 
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thetn as to the uninitiated world ;” and I flatter myself, 
that, by a little of that labour and study which I am now 
pursuing, I shall prove myself the most learned, the most 
luminous and most instructive mason that has ever appear. 
ed among them. I will give you a new emblem ; instead 
of a tau or cross, I will give you a broom, to sweep away 
all your old rubbish, that, when clean you may join that 
masonic association which [ am opening for the establish- 
ment of a common brotherhood among all mankind. 
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I PROCEED TO DESCRIBE THIS DEGREE OF MARK MAN, 


W.M. What is the mark of this degree ? 

S. W. The H. T. or Tau in ancient characters. 

W. M. What is the chief signature of this degree ? 

S. W. The first is H. A. B. and the word is sropan. 

W. M. In what manner are they depicted in a Mark Man’s 
Lodge? 

SW. On the under surface of the key stone of King Solo- 
mon’s Arch, which they discovered to be a little loosened, at the 
time that they were inspecting the subteraneous passages and 
making preparations for the repairs of the Temple. 

W.M. What else was there discovered? 

S. W. Round the circle surrounding the letters H. A. B. and 
between the other letters forming the remainder of the signature 
of this degree, we found conspicuous in Hebrew Characters the 
word Amasaphus, or as some say, Amethyst. 

W. M. How many Mark Men were there employed in the 
Quarries of Tyre ? 

S. W. Fourteen hundred. 

W. M. How many lodges were there in those Quarries ? 

S. W. Fourteen. 

W. M. How. many Mark Men in each lodge ? 

S. W. One hundred. 

P ‘i »M. What was the pay of each Mason in this degtee per 
ay ? 

4 W. Nine shekels, equal to £1 2s. 6d. of our money.* 

W.M. What was the sum total paid on this class of work- 
men, at the finishing of the Temple of Jerusalem ? 

S. W. Six million, two hundred and twenty-five thousand se- 
ven hundred and fifty pounds.+ 

W. M. What was delineated on this ancient coin? 

S. W. On one side, the pot of mana and the words shekel of 
Israel; on the other the rod of Aaron budding with the words 
Jerusalem the Holy — , 


__,... * Smart pay for a Mason. R. C. 
+ At this rate, what did the whole temple cost, and where did the cost 
come from ? R. C. 
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w. M. Give me the historical acount of this degree ? 
s. W. At the building of King Solomon’s Temple, the valua- 
ble and.curicus key stone, containing many valuable coins and 
the ten letters in precious stone work which Hiram Abiff took 
so much pains to complete, was lost, supposed to have been 
taken away by some of the workmen, and a reward was offered 
by King Solomon for the speedy finding or making of another to 
fit the place, An ingenious Entered Apprentice made one and 
fixed it in the vacancy in the arch, which being known to some 
of the Fellow Crafts, they conceived it a disgrace to their order 
to let an inferior degree bear the palm of hononr. They, there- 
fore, in the heat of jealousy, took it and threw it into the Brook 
Kedron adjacent to the Temple. A reward was also offered for 
the finding of this second stone, which excited the brother that 
had made.it to go, with two other entered apprentices, in pur- 
suit of it, and when they had found it, they received equally 
among them the last reward and with it the degree of a Fellow 
Craft. The Brother who made it, received the first reward to 
his own share for his ingenuity, and had the honour with his two 
eompanions to fix it the second time in the arch, previous to 
which, the brother who made it cut on the under side the word 
Amasaphus ; and in addition to his former rewards, he was ho- 
noured with the degree of Mark Man, which is done by going 
round the lodge of a mark man and putting in his hands as a 
fellow craft to receive his wages. He is desired to state on 
what ground he claims those honours, and, having informed 
them of his discovery and what he had made, they then acknow- 
ledge his claim to be just, and he, being desired to fetch the 
said key stone, he finds in his way to the arch, by kicking 
_ against the ring of it concealed under ground, the original key 
stone that Hiram Abiff had made, with the proper characters and 
signatures on it. He is then taught to put in his hands in due 
form for the payment of his wages, after which he receives the 
secrets of this degree, 

W. M. Brethren, I now crave your assistance in closing this 
lodge of mark men. 


THE BRETHREN STAND ROUND THE LODGE IN DUE FORM. 


W. M. Brother Senior Warden, what is the internal signal for 
closing this order ? | 
S.W. Three reports varying in the sound. 
W. M. By whom are ot given ? 
S. W. By the Worshipful master and Wardens. 
W. M. When are they to be given ?- | 
_S. W. Immediately after all the brethren of this degree have 
given the proper sign. 


“. M, Brethren, be pl the sign. The re- 
Ports are then ey Riana ES SEE ERG i a 
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W. M.: Why are those reports given ? 

S. W. As) aperpetual memorial of the labour of our ancient 
brethren in the three famous places where the materials of the 
Temple were prepared :—the Quarries of Tyre, the Forests of 
Lebanon, and the clay ground of the Jordan between Succoth 
and Zarthan.” | 

W. M. To what do the'reports further allude ? 

S. W. To the class of workmen that composed this degree. 

Ww, M. Then brethren, as the master of that class, I declare 
this lodge duly closed, till our Fellow Craft brethren have fur- 
nished us with fresh materials to be MARKED and PAssED to the 
spot,en which we intend to erect a building to the service of the 
Grand Architect of Heaven and Earth. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE DEGREE OF MARK MASTER, 


Tut opening of the lodge in this degree exhibits nothing differ- 
ent from thatwf the others, but in the distinctive sign, word, to- 
ken and knocking. 


LECTURE OR CATECHISM. 


W.M. Brother Senior Warden, you will describe-the form of 
preparation that the candidate has to undergo in this degree ? 

S. W. He is first prepared in the character. of a Master Mason 
with this additional charactéristic on his apron, the H. T. is re- 
versed and in the ancient masonic form, 

WM. For what reason is he so prepared ? 

S. W. To point out the chief duties that this class of workmen 
had to perform when the materials were brought-to them to be 
itarked and passed in due form. 

W.M. In what manner did you enter the lodge after your 
preparation ? 

S. W. With five reports and all of them distinct and Joud. 

W.-M. Why did you give this signal of your approach ? 

S. W. To denote the No, of this degree as the fifth. 

W. M. There is a second reason for this branchpf the cere- 
mony ? 

S. W. In allusion to the peculiar number and class of work- 
men employed in and about that magnificient building in the 
holy city of Jerusalem. | 

_W. .M. Having gained your admission how were you dealt - 
with in this degree of a Mark Master ? 

S,,W, I was conducted round the lodge five times. 

W. M. For what reason ? 

S. W. To point-out to me, that, without the full enjoyment of 
the five external senses, I could not have received the privileges 
of this degree. 

W. M. In what manner were you proved as to the possession 
of those senses ? 
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3. W. After traversing from west to east, I was commanded 
to kneel to hear and receive the benefit of the prayer; and ha- 

ving been taught to repeat it from the delivery of the proper offi- 

cer, my possession of this faculty was fully acknowledged. 

In the-second round, the holy bible was presented to me, 
from which I was desired to read that passage where the word of 
a Master Mason is to be found. . This ceremony proved the fa- 
culty of seeing. 

In the third round, the compasses were opened at an angle of 
ninety degrees and applied from the guttural to the pectoral part of 
my body, till my countenance, on some particular emotion, deno- 
ted, that I retained the noble faculty of feeling. 

In the fourth round, the pot of manna was presented to me, 
and having partaken of its contents and declared the same good, 
the proper officer acknowledged my possession of the faculty of 
tasting. 

Ladies then delivered over to the Senior Warden, who kindly 
conducted me round, for the last probation, to the Right Wor- 
shipful Master in the east, where, standing in due form behind 
the sacred altar, I was taught to kneel before the pot of incense : 
being commanded to pronounce its contents, [ was acknowledged 
by the master, to be in possession of all the five external senses, 
and was accordingly passed, in due form, to receive the further 
ceremony of this degree. 

W. M. What was the chief thing that entitled you to the sa- 
cred mysteries of this order ? 

S. W. My free acceptance of the great and solemn obligation 

(He then seals the sacred obligation by pressing the holy bible to 
hislips five times, and is raised from the foot of the altar, in due 
ancient form, both hands on the Holy Bible, &c.) 
_W. M. ‘Having now, by the most solemn ties of honour, fidel- 
ity and brotherly love, bound yourself to the religious perfform- 
ance of your sacred test what was your reward for that voluntary 
sacrifice ? 

S. W. The communication of its sacred mysteries. 

W. M. Name the three first ? 

S. W. The Sign, token and word of a Mark Master. 

W. M. What does the sign denote? 

S. W. The penalty of-the obligation... — 

W. M. Why was it introduced in this degree? 

S. W. In commemmoration of the signal used by the ancient 
brethren of this order, at the erection of that famous Temple in 
the holy city of Jerusalem, by our most excellent grand master, 
Solomon King of Israel. 
bs tn hi as that signal. . sada ‘ 

We e celebr i » on the highest part o 
Mount Lebangr’ brated Light House o g P 


- M. For what purpose was it there set up? 


No 7, Vol. XII 
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S. w. To guide and direct the ancient mariners employed in 
fetching Gold, Ivory, and precious stones from Ophir, for the or- 
namental parts of the Temple, 

W. M. What does the token denote ? 

S. W. Another of the penal laws of ancient Tyre united with 
the link of a Mark Master. 

W. M. What does the word denote? 

S. W. Omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient. 

W. M. To what does it further allude ? 

S. W. To one of the names of the almighty creator of heaven 
and earth, which name, with all its glorious attributes, King Solo- 
mon caused to be entirely displayed in the centre of his audience 
chamber. It was this grand ineffable name, with all its glorious 
attributes subjoined, and aided by the admirable eloquence and 
wisdom of Solomon, that wrought the conversion of his noble 
friend and ally the great and learned King of Tyre; and which he 
in conjunction with Solomon and our grand superintendant, 
Hiram Abiff, conferred on the brethren of this degree, as one of 
their distinguishing characteristics. 

W. M. What was the original number of Mark Masters at the 
building of the first glorious Temple of Jerusalem ? 

S.. W. One thousand. 

W. M, Who were they? 

S. W. The Right worshipful Masters of the Fellow Craft's 
Lodges. 

W. M. How many lodges were there in this degree during the 
building of King Solomon’s Temple? 

S. W. Twenty. 

W.M. Why confined to twenty ? 

S. W. In allusion to the breadth of the holy place. 

W. M. How many masons in each Lodge? 

S. W. Fifty. 

W. M. What was the employ of these masons. 

S. W. To re-examine the materials, after they were brought 
to Jerusalem, that every part might duly correspond and prevent 
confusion and mistake, when they were employed in fitting the 
respective parts to their proper places, and by their additional, 
marks, in the form of an equilateral triangle, they proved and 
fully passed the work previously examined by the Mark Men. 

- M. What were the marks or characters used by the breth- 
ren of this degree ? 

Here the Brother instead of answering in the usual manner, 
gives the division of the Tau, in the ancient and masonic charac- 
ters, formed by his hands thus |__! and the Right worshipful 
Master answers him with his Hiram in a similar manner. This 


point corroborates what I have said. on the Tau in the other de- 
gree, 
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w. M. How many Mark Masters were there employed in the 


arrics of Tyre ? 
“ W. Seven hundred. 
w. M. How many lodges were there in the Quarries of Tyre. 


§. W. Fourteen. 
W, M. How many Mark Masters in each Lodge. 


S. W. Fifty. 

W. M. What was the pay of each Mark Master per day ? 

S. W. Twenty five shekels, equal to 3£ 2s. 6d. of our 
money. : 

w. M. What was the sum total paid to this class of workmen 
at the building of the first Temple at Jerusalem ? 

§. W. Thirty-one millions, one hundred and twenty-eight 
thousand, seven hundred and fifty pounds. (Hurra! for Solo- 
mon and his masons! masons can fabricate lies as well as Tem- 
ples, R. C. “fi 

W.M. What was delineated on that ancient coin ? 

S. W. The same as on that of the Mark Man,. with the addi- 
tion of the proper signature. 

W. M. Brethren, I now crave your assistance to close this 
lodge. (They rise and stand in due order as Mark Masters.) 
Brother Senior Warden, what is the internal signal for closing 
this degree. 

S. W. Five reports. 

W. M, By whom are they given ? 

S. W. By the Right worshipful master and his wardens. 

W. M. When are they given? 

S. W. Immediately after the brethren have all given the sign 
of this degree. 

W, M. Let that sign be given (it is given and the reports or 
knocks follow.) why are these reports given ? 

S. W. In allusion to the five points of Fellowship. 

W. M. What is the second allusion ? 

8..W. The five noble offerings for the glorious temple of Jeru- 
salem. First the grand offering of Araunah the Jebusite on the 
holy Mount Moriah. Second, the noble offering of King David. 
Third, the princely offering of Kirg Solomon. Fourth, the ma- 
riner’s and voluntary offering gfthe princes ond mighty men of 
Jerusalem. And, lastly, the magnificient offering of the celebra- 
oe of Sheba. 

'. M. What is the thir i se re the close 
of the lodge? d allusion of these reports at 
‘8S. W. To the class of workmen that composed this order. 
W. M. Then, Brethren, as master of that class, I declare this 
odge duly closed, until our Brethren have furnished us with 


fresh Materials for labour in our mystical science of free and ac- 
cepted masonry, 
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Of the degrees of Architect and Grand Architect, I have 
two Aeecrialions as practised in different Lodges, one by 
Finch. As far as possible I have united them; where not possi- 
ble, I exhibit both. 


A DESCRIPTION OF THE ARCHITECT’S DEGREE IN 
MASONRY. 


Tuis Lodge is hung with black, in remembrance of the loss sus- 
tained by the death ofa former architect and is lighted with twen- 
ty one lamps. A throne is elevated in the east; a table is placed 
in the centre, on which are a bible, a pair of compasses, a square, 
and a trowel in an urn. The contents of the latter is a mixture 
of milk, oil, flour and. wine, which is supposed to be the heart of 
a worthy brother. | . 

The drawing on the floor is an oblong. The emblem on it a 
triangle inclosing a flaming star, in the centre, the letter G, and 
below, the letters S. W. G. and G. H. S. 

The master represents Solomon and is called the Right Wor- 
shipful Overseer of Master Architects, in some Lodges Most 
Mighty; the Wardens are called Senior and Junior Superinten- 
dants and most respectable and the brethren Master Architect's 
and most venerable. They wear a deep red sash and their aprons 
are edged with the same colour. rial 

In opening the Lodge, the Master strikes seven, (Finch says 
six,) observing a distance between the third and fourth. The 
ceremonies of caution as to the close tiling of the lodge are then 
gone through, and the Master asks—What is the time ? 

A. The hour of a perfect mason. 

Q. What is that hour ? 

A. The first instant of the first hour of the: first day that the 
grand architect created the heavens and the earth. 

R. W. O. This the first instant of the first hour of the first day 


that I.as master open and hold this lodge. It is time to begin 
our labours. -. 


Reception of the Candidate for passing. 


The candidate who has been divested of his sword and blind 
folded is led in and placed between the wardens or superinten- 
dants and is thus addressed by the master. ; ' 

R. W. O. Brother Noodle, before we can admit you into this 
mysterious degree of masonry , you must declare your abhorrence 
of the crime of those worthless ruffians, who caused the vacancy 
of an architect. As atest of your integrity, we require you 


to partake of the heart of this innocent victim, for which purpose 
we have presented it in this urn. 
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The R. W. O. Takes the trowel, and giving on the point of it 
a small portion of the contents of the urn, thus addresses him :”— 
“ May this you now receive be the cement and bond of union 
between us. May it remain indissoluble. Say with us—misfor- 
tune to him who would disunite us. At this time the obligation is 
administered, the penalty of which in addition to all former pe- 
nalties, is to be deprived of the rights of burial. Noodle, on his 
rising, is thrown on his face, so that his mouth covers the blaz- 
ing star on the floor and the bandage is taken from his eyes. 

Q. What do you see? 

A. The flaming star and the letter G. 

Q. What does it signify ? 

A. Glory, grandeur and geometry. 

Noodle rises and is presented with an apron and sash. 

R. W. O. Brother Noodle, I reward your zeal for masonry by de- 
claring you an architect. The difference which you observe in this 
apron proves the superiority of this degree, as, in future, you will be 
employed only in the elevation of the temple. The sash with which 
I invest you is a mark of distinction over the inferior orders, and 
its colour is to remind you, that a former architect chose rather 
to shed his blood than to reveal our mysteries. _ After his death, 
the work was at a stand; and Solomon was zealous to complete 
it. For this purpose he convened, those masters who had distin- 
guished themselves by their genius, capacity and manners, and 
formed them info a lodge to effect it. 

As those selected were no longer to be confounded with the 
multitude of the workmen, Solomon commanded that the distinct 
mark that they had worn should be changed, that they should in 
future have a right to enter the sactum sanctorum, having pre- 
viously been placed upon the-letter G. and flaming star. 

By the original design of the edifice, Solomon perceived that 
the first elevation was perfect. He therefore, ordered a second 
to be placed with the same proportions under the direction of the 
Lodge of Architects.—Under the desire of one of these, Solomon 
directed, that, in succeeding ages, another should be elected to 
prevent this valuable part of masonry from being obliterated : 
that this brother before his admittance. should engage himself by 
promises, such as you have entered into, and may you many years 

associate and enjoy this happiness among us. 


CATECHISM. 


Q. Are you'an Architect ? 
A. Lam. 
Q. In what place were you received ? 
A, In the sanctum sanctorum. 
id you ever work ata thing memorable ? 
A. Ata grand master’s tomb. 
Q. Describe the inscription ? 
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S. W. G. on the surperfice, and G. H. S. on the side of it. 
What signifies S. W. G? 

Submission, union and gomar or beauty. 

Why is it said to be beauty? 

Because it was the first word the first man pronounced. 
What signifies G. repeated a second time ? 

. Gabaon, the proper and original name of the ground on 
which the sanctuary was built and which was adopted as the 
word to distinguish Architects from other Masons. 

Q. The H. I am well acquainted with; the other S remains to 
be explained. 

Stolkin, the name of the first discoverer of a certain corpse. 

Of what use are these letters ? 

To instruct posterity in the mysteries of Masonry. 

In what do you employ yourself as an architect ? 

In perfecting the science and in regulating the workmen. 

By what means where you received an Architect ? 

By the cement which united the stone of the temple. 
hat were the materials of this cement ? 

Milk, oil, wine and flour. 

. Of what is the cement further allegorical? — 

The valuable remains of a Great Architect. 

By what can you prove yourself to be an Architect ? 

A. By two signs that are only made at the opening or in the 
lodge, and by a third sign to be used at discretion. 

Q. Describe the former. 

A. To place the right hand, the thumb erect, upon the heart, 
to make a diagonal line forward to the height of the face, to 
bring it horizontally to it, putting the thumb on the forehead, so 
as to form a triangle. 

Q. What name do you give to this sign ? 

A. The sign of surprise and defence. 

Q. How is it disposed of ? 

A. By the sign of sorrow. 

Q. Describe it. 

A To place the right hand flat on the breast, making a motion 
as if to retire, and in so doing, to pass the right foot behind the 
left foot, so as to form a squaie. 

Q. What is the third sign to use at discretion. 

A. To draw the right hand over the right hip. 

- a —- of this sign ? 

- fo gam admittance into a lodge of Architects. 

Q. What time is it ? cheat 

A. The last day, the last hour, the last instant that the master 
holds his lodge. . 


The brethren strike seven times, as they do at the opening, and 
the lodge is closed. 


>O>OPe> 


OPOPOPOororor 
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Finch’s, Catechism for the degree of Architect. 


R. W. O. Brother Senior Superintendant, why do we open and 
close in this degree with six reports ? 

S. §. In allusion to the six days of creation. 

R. W. O. In what manner is it performed ? 

S. S. The R. W. O. gives two on the tracing board before him, 
as emblematic of the first and second days; and the Senior and 
Junior Superintendants do the same, as emblematic of the other 
four days. 

R. W. O How is the candidate prepared in this degree ? 

S.S. With the outward plans of the Temple. 

R. W. O. For what purpose ? 

S. S. To prove himself a master architect. 

R. W. O. Howdid you enter ? 

S. S. By three distinct and two quick reports. 

R. W. O. Why so? 

S. 8. In allusion to the number of this degree. 

R. W. O. Why given by three distinct and two quick reports ? 

§. 8. To represent the square of the Nos. which King Solomon 
commanded should be well practised and understood by Master 
Architects, to keep in remembrance that noble discovery of 
Hiram Abiff. 

R. W. O. Why do we go through the ceremony of being con- 
ducted round the lodge ? 

S.S. In commemoration of King Solomon and the twelve 
tribes of Israel going in Jubilee-procession three times round the 
foot of Mount Moriah, on the morning that the foundation-stone 
of the temple was laid. 

R. w. UO. To what does the sign of this degree allude ? 

S. 8, The first or external elevation of the Temple. 

R. W. O. To what does the token allude? 

S. S. To the union of the five penal fingers of an entered Ap- 
enen, Fellow Craft, Mark Man, Mark Master and Master 

ason, . 

R. W. O. What does the word denote ? 

a) S. A peculiar branch of the duty of the brethren of this de- 

e. 

R. W. O. Be pleased to name it ? 

8. S. Comforters and overseers of the people appointed by King 
Solomon for that purpose. 

R. W. O. What was the chief masonic employ of the brethren 
of this order ? 

S. S. To give the plans and elevations of the outer temple. 

R. W. O. What number of Lodges, and what branch of Ma- 
sons, formed this order ? 
fe S. Our lodges only consisted of Senior and Junior Wardens 

€ twelve Master Masons’ Lodges. 















216 THE REPUBLICAN. 


R. W. O. How were these masons disposed of in their employ 
in the plains of Zarthan. ’ 

S. S.' In the same manner as in the holy city of Jerusalem. 

R. W. O. How were they arranged in the Forests of Lebanon? 

S. S. In one lodge with eight in number. 

R. W. O. What was their pay per day ? 

S.S. Thirty six shekels, equal to about £4. 10s. 0d. of our 
money. 

R. W.O. What was the sum total paid to this class for their 
share in the labour of the building ? | 

S. S. Two hundred ninety eight thousand, eight hundred and 
thirty six pounds. 

R. W. O. By what is the Master Overseer distinguished ? 

S_ S. A crimson robe with a broad belt round the waist, with 
divisions for holding the plans of the temple. 

R. W. O. By what is the Master Overseer further distin- 
guished ? 

S. S. By that famous banner which distinguished the brethren 
of this order that were enrolled as Eastern Knights in the holy 
war. 

R. W. O. Be pleased to describe that banner? 

S. S. It was made of black velvet, in the form of a square. In 
the centre, the arms were quartered. At the ends of each bar, 
which formed the cross to quarter the arms, were placed two 
letters of words of this degree. In the centre of the said cross 
bars, forming the quarterage of the arms, were the other two. In 
the first and fourth quarters, a right hand painted in a manner 
somewhat resembling the token of this degree. In the second, 
the initials of this degree, and in the third, Jerusalem the holy, in 
the ancient masonic characters. “The crest was a slight emblem 
of the sign of this order, the right hand elevated, and the full 
word in ancient masonic characters, formed the motto. 

R. W. O. In what part of the Lodge is this banner placed ? 

S.S. Over the head of the Right Worshipful Overseer. © 

R. W. O. Describe the Jewel worn by the R. W. O. 

_S.S. The compasses open at ninety degrees, with the points 
circumscribed by a Tracing board, in the form of a G, radiant 
from the centre of the head-of the compasses: the line and plum- 
met suspended. 


: a W. OQ. Describe the Jewel worn by the Junior Superinten- 
ant ‘ 


S. S. Two hands emblematical of the token. 


_R. W. O. Be pleased to describe the Jewel worn by the Ja- 
nior Superintendant. : 


S. S. The right hand elevated nearly in due form. 
(To be continued.) 
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GHOSTS. 
In a letter to a friend in the Country. 


He who will not reason is a bigot; He who cannot is a fool: and he who 
dares not is a slave. Notes to Cuitpe Haroun. 





Concluded from page 157. 


Tollington Park, July 25, 1825. 

Now, should it ever be discovered by philosophical investiga- 
tion or chemical experiment, that the soul or spirit when thus 
cunningly imprisoned before it had ceased to animate its organi- 
caltemple could not escape till time should destroy its prison 
house, what an important secret would be revealed! And how 
deeply would the world be indebted to me should this clue ever 
lead to such a discovery! Whata consolation it would be to the 
general who had made the slaughter of mankind, the chief business 
of his life, and who had measured the degrees of his glory by the 
number of his murders! who acquired the title of ‘“* Hero,” by 
filling towns and cities full of widows and orphans! and to the 
minister who had trampled on the liberties of his fellow subjects, 
made his country a nation of paupers, and contracted a debt 
under false pretences, to ruin other countries but, in the end, 
ruined his own; and all this to gratify a despicable faction, or to 
minister to the the inordinate ambition of a royal despot! I say 
what a consolation it weuld be to such personages to know, - that 
after they had defied all the powers of the earth, they could at 
last, by a slight act of heroism, defy all the powers of the infernal 
regions. All that would be aecessary for them to do would be 
to cause themselves to be soldered up in their gold coffins, when 
their physicians had pronounced their recovery impossible. 

Those persons too, who may have made up their minds to commit 
suicide, would find this contrivunce very convenient; they would 
have only to provide themselves with metal coffins made air proof, 
and secured with spring locks. They might then, ‘ whenever it 
suited them, lay themselves down in their coffins, snap the Locks, 
and die in peace, with the knowledge that their ghosts, would be 
secure from the insults of the armoured knight, who may hunt 
them through old castles, and towers for sport; and from the vi- 
olence which the priest may use in attempting to plunge them 
into the red sea! And from being exhibited for profit, as was 

‘the case with the Cock Lane ghost some years ago. 

But coffins, though they may be made air roof, cannot be made 
proof against the corroding tooth of time, whether they are made 
of gold, brass, oriron. Coffins of the last mentioned metal are in 

use already, and fully competent I am told, to prevent the resur- 
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rection of the body! The testator may, therefore, have a clause 
inserted in his will, that, as his estate descends, every heir should 
be obliged to incase the coffin of the deceased with some kind of 
metal of a certain thickness; the name of the metal, and other 
particulars may be expressed in the said will. I mentioned gold 
in the first instance, because gold is considered less porous than 
any other metal; and which would prove how subtle a spirit, or 
ghost must be, that could force itself through such a solid sub- 
stance, By this regulation, the casing business may go on till 
the coffins become mountains, and for duration be coeval with 
the earth itself; and excite the wonder of future ages, as the py- 
ramids of Egypt fill with astonishment the minds of the present 
generation. Solomon said there was nothing new under the sun, 
in his time .—may not this grand secret have agitated the brain 
of the projector of those stupendous sepulchres ? 

I have now sifted this part of my subject in a searce so fine, 
that either nothing has come through, or else what has escaped 
has been too subtle for my dull optics; but you my friend, who 
look through miscroscopic eyes, may be able to give me some infor- 
tion on this important point. I shall be anxious to hear your 
opinion, in your next letter. But I see I need not wait for your 
opinion on this point, for here it is m your present letter, wherein 
you say,—“ it is a belief in what we can neither see, hear, feel, 
taste or smell that constitutes faith. If no body believed in any 
thing that was not demonstrable to the senses, there would be 
no such a thing as faith in the world.” Thisis that blind faith, 
which none but those who are mentally blind will subscribe to; 
because there is more danger in believiig too much than in be- 
lieving too little. For instance; did not a large portion of the 
people of England as firmly believe in the existence of witches, 
as you my friend do in the existence of ghosts till a phalanx of 
philosophers, whom you call ignorant sceptics, arose and put an 
end to the drowning, hanging, and burning of poor miserable old 
ao because they happened to be heavier than the church 

ible! , 

Let us now, my friend, examine the powers and properties of a 
Ghost, whilst it is yet an inmate of a living body or in that state 
in which it is called a soul; and to do this more effectually, it 
will be necessary to notice a few words which are to be found in 
dictionaries, the definitions of which are very important, and can- 
not be to closely examined. {n Ainsworth’s Latin and English 
Dictionary, the word Ghost is rendered spiritous ; but when we 
find spiritous, we do not find that word rendered ghost. So that 
this is like the old argument; that a mare is a horse, but a horse 
is nota mare. But the fact is, the real English of spiritous, 's 
breath, air, wind, &c. Insome cases spirit, soul or mind ; which 
agrees with the English word souled, and means being furnished 
with a soul or mind, making soul and mind synonomous. 
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The latin word Anima, which is derived from the Greek, iden- 
tifies the soul or ghost with wind. So that ghost, soul, spirit, and 
air are composed of two gases, oxygen, and azot: or to give 

host a regular genealogy; oxygen and azot are the parents of 
air, who is the parent of spirit, who 1s the parent of soul, who is 
the parent of ghost, who after he has departed from the body, 
amuses himself, according to the French word revenant, by haunt- 
ing of houses ! But whilst in the body, in the character of, and 
under the name of soul, ghost by his invisible operations, works 
the telegraphical machinery of the brain, which dictates to the 
hand, that drives the pen, which writes this letter, which I hope, 
my friend, you pe find or Ps - this piece of writing 
is a fair emblem of my body, and mind. orinstance ;—suppose 
this sheet of paper, chen it was — on, to be my body, and 
the writing, the intelligent part or mind. Now the white in this 
letter te as ods he the formation of the Characters, as 
the black; for if this paper were all over equally black, it would 
be as complete a blank, and as unintelligible as it were before I 
began to write. 

f infer from this, that, though the body and mind can do every 
thing together, they can do nothing when separated ; and that 
ps death dissolves the partnership, all intellygibility is 
estroyed. 

You say, that, the mysterious manner in which the mind acts 
upon the body, convinces you that you have a divire principle 
stirring within you, and that that principle is immortal. None 
doubts your immortal principle ; animabilis spirabilis que natura. 
The air is immortal. But the surest way to secure intelligential 
immortality is, to pass through the medium of the printing press ! 
This is much more pleasant, and more effectual too, than to pass 
through fire for that purpose, as some persons are said to have 
done in the days of the heathen mythology. 

But as to the mind acting upon the body ; how does it act ? 
Does it compel the feet to walk, the hands to move, and the 
tongue to speak? Certainly not. The mind may excite, stimu- 
late, or advise a man to commit a murder; but if the members of 
the body refuse to act, the mind shrinks back within itself and 
blushes for its own weakness. The mind is like a watch without 
hands; the watch may tick, and the mind may think, but the 
mind could communicate nothing intelligible without the hand or 
tongue, nO more than a watch could measure the hours and 
roan without those external organs which revolve round its 
. ee mind acted upon the body, as the wind acts upon a mill 

Bes t be called acting. When the wind, who is the mind’s 
great grandfather, puts his shoulder to the vanes, the mill is 


compelled to perform.its office, not a wheel can stand still till the 
wind pleases,* 


* Or the miller, friend D, Bc 
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Having said so much on ghosts, while they animate and ac 
with the body; and upon ghosts, who have been expelled the 
—_ by death, and became wandering vagrants, without home or 

abitation; but having power to pass through key-holes, they 
have sometimes frightened old women out of their houses and 
took quiet possession themselves, of what was afterwards called 
haunted houses, I will now say a word or two on the holy 

host. 

: The holy ghost, likeother ghosts, appears to be nothing moreor 
less than air. The priest himself being holy, all the air that passes 
through his lungs becomes holy too,* whence the title of Holy 
Ghost. Water, by being consecrated by the priest, becomes 
holy water. In a word, every thing appertaining to the priesthood 
is holy, there is holy fire, holy land, holy church, holy bible, the 
holy ghost, and as to the Pope he is holiness itself. The whole of 
which is a holy Jargon, and corresponds admirably with the 
pomptuous words, royal palace, royal stables, royal dogs, and | 
may add royal ghost, which inspires the King when he delivers 
a Speech in Parliament, in the same manner, as the holy ghost 
inspires a Priest when he preaches a sermon. 

1 will now conclude this long essay, by making a remark or 
two, on a letter which appeared some time ago in the “ Republi- 
can”, signed J. P. But the real name of the author appears to 
be Mr. Joseph Pearce. In that letter, Mr. Pearce attempts to 
defend the resurrection of the body, by asserting, that Crude 
Mercury, through whatever process it may have gone, can be 
restored to its original state. I doubt the truth of this assertion 
at present. However, let Mr Pearce take Crude Mercury, cal- 
cine it, reduce it to the finest. powder, then carry it to the sea 
shore and dash it into the whirl-wind. This process would make 
it flying mercury. Then, if he can mount his spiritual poney, 
fly after it, overtake it, collect the particles, and restore them to 
running mercury, I will immediately become his disciple and pro- 
claim him the greatest Joseph the world ever produced. 

Now, my friend, although I have in my own opinion, routed 
you from every position you have taken, I cannot lay down my 
pen without expressing my admiration of your consistency 10 

~your belief. There is a charm in consistency that sometimes 
enables even the villain to command our applause. 

You believe that the Bible is a divine revelation, and it says 
Luke 23, 46, that Jesus gave up the ghost. And Job. 10, 18. It 
says that Job, wished that he had given up the ghost. Now It's 
clear, that, if there were no ghost, no ghost could be given Up: 
If you believe in the existence of witches also, your creed is truly 
scriptural, 

Some of our Christian Doctors ridicule the idea, laugh at the 
name of ghosts and disbelieve in their existence altogether. 
Holy and faithful men. They do not’ perceive, with all their 


* What up or down? R. C. 
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learning, that soul, spirit, and ghost are so closely identified, 
that if they disbelieve the existence of one, they disbelieve the ex- 


‘tence of all, and thereby insensibly convert themselves into 


deists. ; 
Your's &c. 


ALLEN DAVENPORT. 





TO MR. RICHARD CARLILE DORCHESTER GAOL. 





4 


Dear Sir, August, 1825. 
We have another proof, that there are no “Innate Ideas”—so 
often asserted by believers, to prove that we have an accomplish- 
ed soul from God. Mancertainly differs not from other animals, 
other than in the ratio of knowledge acquired by learning. 


Icopy the following proof from the New Times, August 8, 
1825. 


“Paris, August 4.—A wild man has lately been found in the 
midst of the woods and Mountains of Hartzwald, in Bohemia who 
itis presumed, must have been there from his infancy- He ap- 
pears to be about thirty years of age, but cannot articulate a single 
word. He bellows, or rather, he howls, his voice being like that of 
a Dog. He runs on all-fours, and the moment he perceives a 
human being clambers to the top of a tree like an ape jumping 
from branch to branch with surprising agility. When he sees a 
bird or other game, he pursues it, almost always with suc- 
cess. He has been brought to Prague but all attempts to 
tame him have been fruitless; indeed, he appears incapable of 
acquiring the habits of civilized life-—Constitutional.” 


I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
he sale AMICUS. 





Sote—Christians | give us similar demonstrations about that 
phantom which you call a living and independent soul. 


R. C. 
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COPY OF A LETTER SENT TO THE KING, 
WINDSOR CASTLE, 





Dorchester Gaol, August 12, A. T, 

Sir, 1825. A. L. (to masons) 1. 
I nave made great confusion among those masonic children, of 
which, you are, so worthily, the Grand Papa. I shall masonify 
masons, not only by teaching them what is morality, about which 
they talk without understanding; but by shewing them the real 
meaning of all their boasted secrets, about which they also talk 
without understanding. Ifa blueribband were the proper thing 
for a man’s shoe tie, 1 would ask the next from you, for this lu- 
minous labour of mine upon masonry. 


I am, Sir, your prisoner, 


RICHARD CARLILE, 





Nore onthe word Abdraxes. Since sending my fifth letter to 
Williams, to the Press, in_looking over a volume of Mackey’s 
works, I find, that he thus defines the word Abrazes, a mystical 
word among Masons, adopted, by them they know not why, or, 
like their other mysteries, because it was mystical two or three 
thousand years ago. Abraxes is defined by mackey to beacom- 
pounded contraction of Abir-Axis, or, in relation to ancient as- 
tronomy, the Bull at the Pole, a position of the earth, with regard 
to the sun and other Planets, which occasioned great devastations 
upon different parts of the earth, by the “direful rising and rush- 
ing of the waters. Mackey supposes the gems or stones which 
had the word Abrazes engraved upon them to have been mere 
mementoes of this direful season at certain parts of the earth, or 
tokens of reward to those persons who had invented the means 
by powerful structures, of resisting some of the effects of the 
waters. Whether correct or not, this is a reasonable definition. 
Every person, who can read and think, should read and think 
upon Mackey’s books, R. C. 
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NEW RAVINGS. 





Ture is anew sunday paper, up for a while, in London called 
the Palladium. But for meddling with me, it would have died 
without coming under my notice. It is evidently a paltry imita- 
tion of “ John Bull,” for the purpose of filching some of the pro- 
fits of my old acquaintance, I might almost truly say, my old 
atheistical acquaintance ; for Shackell was the man who first 
brought an atheistical book into my way and that book was queen 
Mab! This Palladium (of what?) has copied, with an alteration 
the notice which Shackell lately published as an advertisement 
of my god. Now, these dull dogs, if they be true to the Church, 
do not see, that my God is a plain undistorted extract from the 
Bible, and that all they can say against it is so much said against 
the Bible. This god and the masonry subject are the best hits 
that I have made since I have been in the gaol; as I can scarce- 
ly supply the demand for them. This new fellow, this mock bull 
says, the picture is more like a demon than a god! And what. is 
ademon ? What other picture would be a picture or a better pic- 
ture, of a God? Tell me, and you shall have it in print. The 
etymological meaning of demon is god or intelligent spirit. But 
the pivot of this notice is, that this puling Palladium has for its 
motto, “ DesTRUCTION TO PERSECUTORsS. and then we read 


“ HORRIBLE BLASPHEMY !!” 


“ That obdurate and profane wretch, Carlile, is now exhibiting 
at the window of his Temple of Impiety,in Fleet Street, a Carica- 
ture of the most infamous and terrific kind. The subject is a 
hideous personification of the Almighty, composed, as appears by 
the passages in illustration of it, from the mysterious. writings of 
the Apocalypse, taken in a literal sense. To describe more mi- 
nutely this Sppailing outrage on the Deity, and on public decency 
would be too disgusting for ears of morality. That its object may 
not be mistaken, for the figure is more like that of a demon than 
the Divinity, an inscription is affixed to it, stating what the picture 
ismeant to represent. At the top is written, ‘‘ Jews and Chris- 
tans behold your God—the great Jehovah, or Trinity in Unity ;” 
Pe at the bottom of this most sacrilegious of mockeries ‘« A God 
ora shilling.” That sucha horridindignity to the Creator should 
B95 suffered to remain exposed for a single day in the sen- 
Cit han metropolis, reflects no small portion of disgrace on the 
; y a Such an offence against religion ought to call down 
na ‘s heads of its authors the very utmost severity of the 
pee Bet only the printer and publisher, but the artist who 
cali guilty of so atrocious an abuse of his talents, in the ex- 

nofa design so monstrous and diabolical, should be prose- 
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cuted, as well for the sake of example as for the purpose of appea- 
sing the yengeance of sthe:supreme,... 2 ¢~ oh. SS 
Now,t dex iption of the Jéwish’and Christian God is not 
only taken from the Apocalypse, but from the Psalms and the Pro. 
phet Habbakuk : so the authority is trebly good. _“ Indignity 
to the creator indeed! This creator never created any thing but 
mischiefiand wickedness for the animal world, How much ashamed 
these Jews-and: Christians are of their: God, when ‘we remove the 
veil of the sanctum tanctorum! We can make them angry and 
fill them with a persecuting spirit; but it is a most difficult task, 
their God cannot do it, to instruct them in any thing useful to 
themsélves and others. R.C 








NOTICE. 





We committed an error last week, in stating the price of 
Toulmin’s ‘ Eternity of the Universe” to be one shilling. 
It is considerably larger than the “ Antigqaity and Duration 
of the world,” and should have been mentioned at eighteen 
pence. I[t was on sale at eighteen pence, before that notice 
appeared, and ‘such must be the price, The two works for 
halfa crown: as. cheap a book, in: point of worth, as was 
ever published. It is peculiarly suitable for those to read 


who, bave not begun to reason, as it, does not shock a pre- 
judice. 


Printed and Published by R. Cancize, 135, Blest Saet.—All Correspot- 
(lences for“ The Republican” to be lelt.at the. place of publication. 
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